Literature Review
Research Proposal Project-CJ 6320 Research Methods & Design
The job of a literature review is to 1) summarize and analyze the existing research on a topic and 2) identify gaps or limitations in the existing research that need to be addressed in new research studies.  The conclusion will be a discussion about what is still unknown, i.e. What questions are you left with?  What variables still need to be examined?  What hypothesis could you present that could provide new knowledge or clarify an existing debate about your topic area?  This conclusion will guide your research design. We do not know all that we need to know about anything in the criminal justice system, that is why we continue to conduct research! 
Steps  
1. Collect scholarly sources and READ them.  Do not even think about writing until you have read a minimum of 12 scholarly sources about your topic.
2.  As you read, attempt to identify key themes, agreed upon areas of knowledge, commonly cited statistics, commonly used methodologies, areas of debate, etc. and write-up an outline or table of themes 
3. Write your first draft.  You can organize the information you find in a couple different ways, either chronologically or topically (descriptive).
[bookmark: _GoBack]4.  Edit and revise.  Make sure your paper is well-written and clearly organized.  There should be an Introduction paragraph, the body of the Literature Review, and a Conclusion that wraps it all up and points to a new study.
Specific expectations
· APA Format: This includes a Title page, in-text citations, and References page (no abstract)
· Length: 6-8 pages, double-spaced, using 12-point Times New Roman font (not including title page and References!)
· Sources: You must use and cite a minimum of 12 scholarly/peer-reviewed sources
· Writing: Edit your paper and make sure it is free of grammatical errors, spelling mistakes, run-on sentences, etc.

